CONSOLIDATION OF HOLDINGS          189

latter is the normal condition; and as long as it is so,
most will prefer to live in the village, which at least
provides a central point from which all the scattered
fragments, into which the small holding is usually
divided, can be more or less conveniently reached.
Where fragmentation has not gone very far and the
desire to sink a well and live on the land is strong, much
may be done by exchange; and this method of dealing
with the problem is becoming increasingly popular in
Jullundur.1 To-day two revenue officials told me that
many in their circles were consolidating their lands in
this way and living on them instead of in the village.

Where land is badly fragmented, some form of Consolida-
organization is necessaiy to deal with the evil. This is tion
provided by co-operative societies formed expressly for
consolidating holdings. There are about 150 of these
in Jullundur alone, and in the province as a whole
163,000 acres have been consolidated in seven years.2
The benefits of consolidation are incalculable. New
wells are sunk, and old ones repaired; access is obtained
to roadways, and derelict land brought under cultivation;
farming becomes more intensive; fruit trees are planted,
and litigation diminishes. In a word, real agricultural
progress begins. But so many benefits cannot be
obtained without great persuasiveness and almost in-
exhaustible patience on the part of the consolidating
staff, for the consent of every member of a society has
to be obtained before land can be redistributed, and by
withholding his consent a single recalcitrant member
may render months of effort futile. The difficulty is
sometimes met by leaving out the land of those who
object. This was done in one case in Jullundur and was
on the point of being put into effect when the two
members concerned, realizing at last that their obstruc-

1  Over ten years ago ca widespread tendency* was noted *to consolidate
holdings for purposes of irrigation by means of mutual exchanges' (yuUwidur
Settlement Report, 1918, p. 3).

2  The pace at first was very slow, but in 1927-9 114,000 acres were con-
solidated.   The total area consolidated by July 1929 is 212,000 acres.